






TRAVIS COUNTY WATER CONTROL 

AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 17 
3812 Eck Lane    Austin, Texas 78734 

  Phone (512) 266-1111    Fax (512) 266-2790 
 

 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of Travis County Water Control and Improvement District No. 17 was held at the District office located at 
3812 Eck Lane on Thursday, July 20, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.  This meeting was scheduled and conducted in compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act.    

 

DRAFT 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

President Roberts called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 

            

II. ESTABLISH A QUORUM 

President Roberts established a quorum of all Directors present; Roberts, Carruthers, Decker, 

Steed and Ward.  General Manager Jason Homan, General Counsels Ashleigh Acevedo and 

Stefanie Albright, and District Engineer Pat Lackey, were also present. 

 

III. MANAGER AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A.  MANAGER’S REPORT:  STATUS OF DISTRICT OPERATIONS, FINANCES, 

DISTRICT CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS, DEVELOPER CONSTRUCTION 

PROJECTS, DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT, DISTRICT 

PLANNING 

General Manager (GM) Homan reported that in addition to his written report: 

 Trihydro would be making support changes based on the resignation of Will Pena and 

Michael Bevilacqua.  He said he was initially disappointed by a lack of communication 

from Trihydro on this issue.  GM Homan said a meeting was held with Pat Lackey and 

Mark Donner (Trihydro Senior Vice President) a week later and they assured him that 

Pat Lackey would be the District’s lead engineer.  A discussion ensued regarding where 

District files were kept and availability should there be a natural disaster in any area of 

the District.   

 The 24-inch waterline built as three projects to serve Steiner Ranch had been 

completed, tested and would be online next week. 

 Hughes Park waterline improvements are underway. 

 Wild Cherry effluent line to serve the irrigation tract behind the hospital is under 

construction. 

 Scrap cable from the Eck Lane raw water intake barge change out had been hauled 

away and the District received $11,009 for the load. 

 Zebra mussels have been found in Lake Travis causing the District to research the 

expected affects the District could potentially see on the water supply system.  A budget 

item will be added to fiscal year 2018 for intake inspections by divers to monitor the 

District’s conditions.  A handout regarding zebra mussels was distributed and will be 

emailed to Directors.   

 During the ongoing financial review, a contract with Lakeway Municipal Utility District 

expired in 2011 for North Lakeway Village wholesale wastewater and living unit 

equivalent (LUE) reservation fees but the District has continued to pay the reservation 

fee.  GM Homan has requested Trihydro evaluate the land use assumptions for the 

North Lakeway Village development to determine what number of LUEs may 
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potentially need to remain under reservation. GM Homan said he would be meeting 

with the Budget/Finance committee more specifically to initiate contract negotiations 

for wholesale wastewater and continuation of LUE reservations.  Leslie Terrell 

reminded the Board that ninety (90) LUEs will be required by the Lynd development in 

the near future and potentially a few more for commercial use along FM620.   

 GM Homan announced that the Policy Committee would meet July 27
th

 at noon and the 

Budget/Finance committee would meet August 3
rd

 at 6:00 p.m.   

 The Board discussed District operations, finances and administration.   

                 

 B. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. COMMUNICATIONS / PARKS AND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

REPORT 

2. LEGAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

3. PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT  

4. BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT  

5. POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT  

6. IMPACT FEE ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

7. STORMWATER COMMITTEE  

No committees met in the past month 

 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. APPROVE PAY ESTIMATES/CHANGE ORDERS FOR VARIOUS 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN  

THE DISTRICT  

1. Flintrock Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion, Pay Estimate #15, PLW 

Central Texas 

2. Apache Shores Water Line Improvements – 2016, Pay Estimate #7, Final, Prota 

Construction, Inc. 

3. Tacara at Steiner Ranch, 24” Waterline, INV#04, Casey Development, Ltd.  

4. Tacara at Steiner Ranch 24” Waterline, Reimbursement Request Inv. #1005, 

Baxter Contracting, LLC / Casey Development, Ltd.  

  

B. APPROVE PAYMENT OF CURRENT INVOICES        

 

C. APPROVE MINUTES – Regular Meeting held June 20, 2017 

 

Director Roberts asked if there were any questions regarding items on the Consent Agenda.   

     

Motion: Director Decker to approve the Consent Agenda as presented 

Second: Director Ward 

Ayes:    5 

Noes:    0 

Unanimous 

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT, 6:30 P.M.   

President Roberts opened Public Comment at 6:35 p.m.   

No public was present to address the Board of Directors.  President Roberts left Public 

Comment open for anyone who might arrive and wish to address the Board.  
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Motion:   Director Ward to close the Public Comment 

Second:   Director Steed 

Ayes:   5 

Noes:   0 

Unanimous 

 

President Roberts closed Public Comment at 7:11 p.m.  

 

VI. PUBLIC HEARING, 6:45 P.M. – REGARDING AMENDMENT OF THE DISTRICT 

WASTEWATER IMPACT FEE FOR THE SOUTH DISTRICT (FLINTROCK) 

WASTEWATER SYSTEM 

President Roberts opened Public Hearing at 6:45 p.m.   

No public was present for the proposed amendment of the District Wastewater Impact Fee for 

the South District System.  President Roberts left the Public Hearing open for any late 

attendees.  Discussion was held under Item VIII. New Business B. 

 

Motion:   Director Carruthers to close the Public Hearing 

Second:   Directors Steed and Ward 

Ayes:   5 

Noes:   0 

Unanimous 

 

President Roberts closed Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.  

 

VII. PUBLIC HEARING, 6:45 P.M. – REGARDING CONSIDERATION OF POLICY 

AMENDMENT TO ADOPT A PROPOSED MCCORMICK MOUNTAIN SERVICE 

AREA AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A SUBSEQUENT USER FEE FOR THE 

WATERLINE IMPROVEMENTS TO SERVE THIS PROPSOSED AREA 

President Roberts opened Public Hearing at 6:45 p.m.   

No public was present for the proposed amendment of the Proposed McCormick Mountain 

Service Area and Establishment of a Subsequent User Fee to serve the Proposed Area.   

President Roberts left the Public Hearing open for any late attendees.  Discussion was held 

under Item VIII. New Business D.1.and 2. 

 

Motion:   Director Decker to close the Public Hearing 

Second:   Director Steed 

Ayes:   5 

Noes:   0 

Unanimous 

 

President Roberts closed Public Hearing at 7:02 p.m.  

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION ON ITEMS TO AUTHORIZE 

REIMBURSEMENT AUDIT ENGAGEMENT LETTER AS RELATED TO THE 



Regular Board Meeting July 20, 2017                           Page 4 

 

DRAFT 

SERENE HILLS DEFINED AREA SERIES 2017-A BOND ISSUE NO. 3 – McCALL 

GIBSON SWEDLUND BARFOOT PLLC 

Manager Homan explained that a reimbursement audit was approved June 15, 2017 and this 

engagement letter supports the cost estimate of $6,000 to $8,000 that would be paid directly 

from the Bond proceeds.   

Motion:   Director Carruthers to authorize the execution of the reimbursement audit 

engagement letter as related to the Serene Hills Defined Area Series 2017-A 

Bond Issue No. 3 presented on behalf of McCall Gibson Swedlund Barfoot 

PLLC 

Second:   Director Decker 

Ayes:   5 

Noes:   0 

Unanimous 

 

B. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION ON RECOMMENDATION FROM THE 

DISTRICT IMPACT FEE ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO AMEND THE DISTRICT 

WASTEWATER IMPACT FEE FOR THE SOUTH DISTRICT (FLINTROCK) 

WASTEWATER SYSTEM 

Manager Homan said the Impact Fee Advisory Committee met April 4, 2017 and received 

new information from the District engineer, based on the Flintrock Wastewater Treatment 

Plant expansion.  He stated that based on actual construction cost being higher than what 

had been estimated in the 2015 Update to the Study and the current National Construction 

Cost Index, the current fee of $12,600 could be revised up to a maximum value of $13,464.  

Manager Homan said the committee recommended an increase of the South District 

(Flintrock) Wastewater System Impact Fee to $13,200 per living unit equivalent.  After the 

close of Public Hearing, the following motion was made.   

 

Motion:   Director Carruthers, based on the recommendation of the District Impact Fee 

Advisory Committee, increase the South District (Flintrock) Wastewater System 

Impact Fee to $13,200 effective August 1, 2017.   

Second:   Director Ward 

Ayes:   5 

Noes:   0 

Unanimous 

 

C. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION REGARDING CONTRACT AWARD FOR 

WILD CHERRY EFFLUENT STORAGE TANK ERECTION AS RECOMMENDED 

BY TRIHYDRO 

Engineer Lackey stated that four (4) bids were received and opened July 13, 2017 for 

construction of the effluent storage tank necessary for additional drip irrigation provision 

from the Flintrock Wastewater Treatment Plant expansion.  Lackey said that the bids for the 

project included a Base Bid and an Alternate Bid.  He explained the Base Bid for this 

project used an existing 200,000 gallon bolted steel tank, while the Alternate Bid included 

installing and erecting a new bolted steel tank in lieu of the existing, dissembled tank with 

all other site and electrical work being the same for both bids.  He explained that several 

years ago the District replaced a 200,000 gallon bolted steel tank with a concrete tank and 

that the District-owned bolted steel tank was stored at the storage yard in Apache Shores.  

Mr. Lackey then recommended award of the Alternate Bid with use of a new tank to the 
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low bidder, Central Road & Utility, Ltd., in the amount of $382,828.30.  Discussion was 

held regarding why the Base Bids were higher than the Alternate Bids and potential use of 

the storage tank owned by the District.   

Motion:   Director Decker to award the contract for the Wild Cherry Effluent Storage 

Tank Erection to Central Road & Utility, Ltd. for the Alternate Bid in the 

amount of $382,828.30 

Second:   Director Carruthers 

Ayes:   5 

Noes:   0 

Unanimous 

 

D. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION REGARDING CONSIDERATION OF 

POLICY AMENDMENT TO:  

1. ADOPT A PROPOSED MCCORMICK MOUNTAIN SERVICE AREA; AND  

2. ESTABLISHMENT OF A SUBSEQUENT USER FEE FOR WATERLINE 

IMPROVEMENTS TO SERVE THIS PROPSOSED AREA 

 

Manager Homan explained that the McCormick Mountain waterline replacement was a 

project included in the District’s Waterline Improvements Plan.  Manager Homan said the 

developer installed a 12-inch waterline to the top of McCormick Mountain hilltop and the 

District was proposing to construct 8-inch and 12-inch waterlines along McCormick 

Mountain Drive, Weletka Drive, and Watumba Road to improve fire flow capacity to the 

area and to replace aging waterlines.  Manager Homan further recommended consideration 

to adopt a Service Area and Subsequent User Fee for the waterline improvements to serve 

an anticipated 42 lots in the defined area.  After the close of Public Hearing, two motions 

were made.   

 

Motion:   Director Ward to adopt the proposed McCormick Mountain Service Area as 

presented in the Subsequent User Fee Report by Trihydro and dated July 5, 2017 

Second:   Director Decker 

Ayes:   5 

Noes:   0 

Unanimous 

 

Motion:   Director Decker to establish a subsequent user fee of $6,760 for the McCormick 

Mountain Service Area as presented July 20, 2017 

Second:   Director Steed 

Ayes:   5 

Noes:   0 

Unanimous 

 

E. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION REGARDING CAUSE NO. J2-CV-17-

003150; CYNTHIA HUGHES v. TRAVIS COUNTY WCID #17; PLEA TO THE 

JURISDICTION AND ANSWER:  

1. AUTHORIZATION OF ENGAGEMENT LETTER – LLOYD GOSSELINK; 

AND 
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Manager Homan stated that an engagement letter was before the Board for District attorney 

representation in a new litigation file.  Attorney Albright said this was Lloyd Gosselink’s 

standard letter for sub-matters. 

Motion:   Director Ward to authorize approval of supplemental engagement letter for 

specific litigation case 

Second:   Director Steed 

Ayes:   5 

Noes:   0 

Unanimous 

 

2. CASE STATUS REPORT FROM DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

Manger Homan reported that the District was served with a lawsuit alleging miscalculation 

of water use and improper discontinuance of water service.   

This matter was discussed in Executive Session XI.   

After Executive Session, no action.   

 

F. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION ON ANNEXATION PROCEDURES 

REGARDING PETITIONS FOR ADDITION OF LANDS AND THE ORDERS 

ADDING LANDS FOR PROPERTIES REQUESTING WATER SERVICE FROM 

TRAVIS COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 17  

Manager Homan discussed findings of a recent annexation audit where some property 

recordings were missed by either Travis County or the District.  Manager Homan said he 

will work on an internal procedure to follow annexations annually and present to the Policy 

Committee for further review.  This matter was further discussed in Executive Session XII.   

After Executive Session, no action.   

 

G. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION ON TERMINATION OF CURRENT 

AUDITOR ENGAGEMENT LETTER, AND REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR 

FUTURE FINANCIAL AUDITOR 

Manager Homan stated that the current auditor of the District’s financial statements 

engagement includes Year-End September 30, 2017.  He said McCall Gibson Swedlund 

Barfoot PLLC has audited the District’s financial statements for the past five years and that 

he was not satisfied with the performance in regard to several items, one being past due 

balances not being noted. Manager Homan said he would like to terminate the agreement 

prior to beginning work on the current fiscal year audit.   

This matter was further discussed in Executive Session XII.   

Executive Session ended at 8:56 p.m.  After Executive Session, the following motion was 

made.   

 

Motion:   Director Carruthers to terminate the current auditor engagement and begin 

Request for Proposal for a financial auditor 

Second:   Director Steed 

Ayes:   5 

Noes:   0 

Unanimous 

 

President Roberts called for recess at 7:40 p.m.  Meeting resumed at 7:50 p.m. with all 

Directors present and moving into Executive Sessions. 
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IX. THE BOARD WILL MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO RECEIVE ADVICE FROM 

ITS ATTORNEY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE 

SECTION 551.071, AND TO DISCUSS REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 551.072, 

REGARDING RECOMMENDATION FROM THE DISTRICT IMPACT FEE 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO AMEND THE DISTRICT WASTEWATER IMPACT 

FEE FOR THE SOUTH DISTRICT (FLINTROCK) WASTEWATER SYSTEM 

Executive Session not held. 

 

X. THE BOARD WILL MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO RECEIVE ADVICE FROM 

ITS ATTORNEY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE 

SECTION 551.071, AND TO DISCUSS REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 551.072, 

REGARDING A PROPOSED MCCORMICK MOUNTAIN SERVICE AREA AND 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A SUBSEQUENT USER FEE FOR WATERLINE 

IMPROVEMENTS TO SERVE THE PROPOSED AREA 

Executive Session not held. 

 

XI. THE BOARD WILL MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO RECEIVE ADVICE FROM 

ITS ATTORNEY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE 

SECTION 551.071, REGARDING CASE STATUS REPORT OF CAUSE NO. J2-CV-17-

003150; CYNTHIA HUGHES v. TRAVIS COUNTY WCID #17; PLEA TO THE 

JURISDICTION AND ANSWER 

Executive Session was opened by President Roberts at 7:51 p.m. and closed at 8:13 p.m.  No 

Action taken. 

 

XII. THE BOARD WILL MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO RECEIVE ADVICE FROM 

ITS ATTORNEY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE 

SECTION 551.071, REGARDING ANNEXATION PROCEDURES REGARDING 

PETITIONS FOR ADDITION OF LANDS AND THE ORDERS ADDING LANDS FOR 

PROPERTIES REQUESTING WATER SERVICE FROM TRAVIS COUNTY WATER 

CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 17 

Executive Session was opened by President Roberts at 8:14 p.m. and closed at 8:26 p.m.  No 

action taken. 

 

XIII. THE BOARD WILL MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO RECEIVE ADVICE FROM 

ITS ATTORNEY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE 

SECTION 551.071, REGARDING TERMINATION OF CURRENT AUDIT 

ENGAGEMENT LETTER AND REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR FUTURE 

FINANCIAL AUDITOR 

Executive Session was opened by President Roberts at 8:26 p.m. and closed at 8:56 p.m.  No 

action taken.  

 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT  

Motion: Director Carruthers to adjourn   

Second: Director Ward 

Ayes:    5 
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Noes:    0 

Unanimous 

 

President Roberts adjourned the meeting at 10:01p.m.  
 

 

 

 Approved this ______________ day of _________________________2016, with a motion 

 

 

 by Director ______________________  and a Second by Director ________________. 

 

 

 Ayes _______________ Noes________________ Abstained _______________ 

 

  

  

 _______________________________           _________________________________ 

 Presiding Officer     Secretary 
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