




TRAVIS COUNTY WATER CONTROL 

AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 17 
 

3812 Eck Lane    Austin, Texas 78734 

  Phone (512) 266-1111    Fax (512) 266-2790 
 

 

 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of Travis County Water Control and Improvement District No. 17 was held at the District office located at 

3812 Eck Lane on Thursday, January 21, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.  This meeting was scheduled and conducted in compliance with the Texas Open Meetings 

Act.    
 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

President Roberts called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.    

       

II. ESTABLISH A QUORUM 

A quorum was established with all Directors present: Carruthers, Decker, Roberts, Steed and Ward.  General Manager Deborah 

Gernes, General Counsels Ashleigh Acevedo and Stefanie Albright, District Engineers Pat Lackey and Will Pena, District 

Financial Advisor Garry Kimball and Bond Counsel Carol Polumbo were also present.   

 

III. MANAGER AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A.  MANAGER’S REPORT:  STATUS OF DISTRICT OPERATIONS, FINANCES, DISTRICT CONSTRUCTION 

PROJECTS, DEVELOPER CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS, DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION AND 

MANAGEMENT, DISTRICT PLANNING 

Manager Gernes reported that in addition to the written report:  

 The fiscal year 2015 audit field work was complete; the review still in process and would be ready for the February 

Regular Meeting of the Board. 

 The District would need to call a May election for the two director positions that are expiring in 2016 because the 

Secretary of State had not completed filing the rulemaking papers passed by the 2015 legislation in time for the 

District to call a November election.   

 The South Shore Forum’s first quarterly meeting would be held January 28, 2016 at the Lake Travis Chamber of 

Commerce office and David Steed was requested to attend.   

 Some asphalt deterioration was showing around manholes in the Golden Gate Circle area and a meeting was 

scheduled for January 27, 2016 with the Travis County road department to discuss responsibility of the necessary 

repairs of this area within the Steiner Ranch Defined Area.  Gernes reported that the District had performed tests of 

the wastewater lines in this area and found no faults in the lines.   

 The Serene Hills Defined Area (SHDA) Hike and Bike Trail improvements have been completed and the specific 

final location had been surveyed with metes and bounds.  The easement is acceptable for full execution of a Second 

Amendment to Hike and Bike Trail and will be sent for recordation.   

 The SHDA developer still shows interest of having the original windmill and water trough/well remain onsite as part 

of the beautification and historical area components.  President Roberts lead a discussion that concluded with the 

need to transfer responsibility of same to the developer or the Home Owner’s Association.   

                 

 B. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. COMMUNICATIONS / PARKS AND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

2. LEGAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

3. PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT 

4. BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT  

5. POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT  

6. IMPACT FEE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

7. STORMWATER COMMITTEE 

 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. APPROVE PAY ESTIMATES/CHANGE ORDERS FOR VARIOUS CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN  

THE DISTRICT  

1. Mansfield Water Treatment Plant Phase 1, Pay Estimate #24, Archer Western Contractors 

2. Mansfield Water Treatment Plant Phase 2, Pay Estimate #27, Archer Western Contractors 

3. Steiner 24” Waterline Improvements, Pay Estimate #1, Central Road and Utility, Ltd 

  

B.  APPROVE PAY ESTIMATES/CHANGE ORDERS FOR VARIOUS CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN THE 

SERENE HILLS DEFINED AREA 

         1.   Serene Hills Phase 2W – Water, Wastewater and Drainage Improvements, Pay Estimate #12 – Final, Central 

Road and Utility, Ltd 
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C.    APPROVE PAYMENT OF CURRENT INVOICES        

 

D. APPROVE MINUTES – December 17, 2015 

 

President Roberts requested questions regarding any of the items on the Consent Agenda.  Manager Gernes recommended 

approval of all items listed in the consent agenda.   

     

Motion: Director Ward to approve all items of the Consent Agenda as submitted 

Second: Director Steed 

Ayes:    5 

Noes:    0 

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT, 6:30 P.M.   

President Roberts opened Public Comment at 6:55 p.m. and left Public Comment open for anyone that may arrive late and 

wish to address the Board of Directors.    

 

Motion:   Director Decker to close Public Comment 

Second:   Director Ward 

Ayes:    5 

Noes:    0 

 

President Roberts closed Public Comment at 7:14 p.m. 

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION REGARDING THE LOWER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY’S 

WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN BEFORE THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Tabled, no action 

 

B. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION REGARDING TRAVIS VISTA WATER AND SEWER SUPPLY 

CORPORATION 

1. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR STAFF TO WITHDRAW APPLICATION REQUESTING A DUAL 

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE TRAVIS VISTA WATER 

AND SEWER SUPPLY CORPORATION AREA FROM THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

Manager Gernes reported that Travis Vista Water and Sewer Supply Corporation (TVWSSC) no longer had a treatment 

plant and that TVWSSC had withdrawn its application from the Public Utility Commission to renew its discharge permit.  

Gernes requested authorization to withdraw the District’s application before the Public Utility Commission for dual 

Certification of Convenience and Necessity for the TVWSSC area.   

Motion: Director Ward to authorize the General Manager and consultants to withdraw the application before the 

Public Utility Commission for dual certification of the Travis Vista Water and Sewer Supply Corporation 

area.   

Second: Director Decker 

Ayes:    5 

Noes:    0 

 

C. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION ON ITEMS RELATED TO APPROVING A RESOLUTION TO 

REQUEST THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY TO APPROVE THE FINAL 

RELEASE OF SURPLUS FUNDS FROM THE STEINER RANCH DEFINED AREA UNLIMITED TAX 

BONDS, TO BE USED FOR THE BALANCE OF ENGINEERING FEES AND DEVELOPER INTEREST, 

INCLUDING: 

1. SERIES 2013, BOND NO. 17; AND 

2. SERIES 2015, BOND NO. 18 

District Accountant Leslie Terrell reported that she had researched the differences she had from the developer’s engineer’s 

figures regarding the surplus funds remaining for the Series 2013, Bond No.17.  She explained there was a surplus of 

$14,974 for Series 2013, Bond No. 17 and a shortage of $ 1,948.52 for Series 2015, Bond No. 18.  The developer engineer 

still needed to review the findings, but felt they had reached an agreed upon amount. 

Motion: Director Decker to approve the Resolution for filing of an application with the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality for the use of surplus funds if filing became necessary.   

Second: Director Steed 

Ayes:    5 

Noes:    0 
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D. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION ON CONTRACT AWARD FOR THE TRAVIS COUNTY WATER 

CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 17, FLINTROCK WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

EXPANSION AS RECOMMENDED BY THE DISTRICT ENGINEERS 

At the close of Executive Session, President Roberts requested if anyone present would like to speak regarding the 

contract award for the expansion work of the Flintrock Wastewater Treatment Plant.   

Mike Watson of Pepper Lawson introduced himself and said that his company looked forward to the opportunity to begin 

this work and were ready to start upon award.   

 

Thor Benson of Archer Western was present and addressed the Board by stating that Archer Western Construction would 

be committed to delivering a good product should they be awarded the Flintrock Wastewater Treatment Plant expansion 

project.   

 

Manager Gernes then addressed the Board stating that the engineers had researched the low bidder and its affiliates as 

requested in December and were aware of some problems being dealt with regarding the construction of the plant of 

Brushy Creek but that they still recommend award of the contract to Pepper Lawson based on the selection criteria and 

references.  Mr. Pena agreed that Pepper Lawson should be awarded the contract.   

Motion: Director Steed to award the contract for the Flintrock Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion to Pepper 

Lawson Waterworks, LLC in accordance with the recommendation of the District engineer and General 

Manager.   

Second: Director Decker 

Ayes:    5 

Noes:    0 

 

E. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION ON DECLARATION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY 0.0086 ACRES ON 

MARSHALL FORD DRIVE; LOT 1, BLOCK 1, WCID17 SUBDIVISION 2 

Manager Gernes stated that the property owned by the District on Marshall Ford Drive was evaluated and it was 

determined there were no remaining facilities or water lines on the property.  She stated that the District no longer needed 

this 0.0086 acre parcel of land and that an interested party of adjoining properties was inquiring about its purchase.   

Motion: Director Ward to declare the 0.0086 acre tract of land owned by the District and more specifically 

described as Lot 1, Block 1, WCID Subdivision 2 as surplus.    

Second: Director Carruthers 

Ayes:    5 

Noes:    0 

 

 VII. NEW BUSINESS        
 

A. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION ON RECOMMENDATION FROM DISTRICT’S FINANCIAL 

ADVISOR WITH RESPECT TO STEINER RANCH DEFINED AREA UNLIMITED TAX REFUNDING BONDS 

INCLUDING:  

1. ORDER AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF TRAVIS COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND 

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 17 STEINER RANCH DEFINED AREA UNLIMITED TAX 

REFUNDING BONDS IN ONE OR MORE SERIES;  

2. LEVYING AN AD VALOREM TAX IN SUPPORT OF THE BONDS;  

3. APPROVING DISTRIBUTION OF AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT AND THE FORM OF CERTAIN 

AGREEMENTS; AND 

4. ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR SELLING AND DELIVERING ONE OR MORE SERIES OF THE 

BONDS AND AUTHORIZING OTHER MATTERS RELATED TO THE ISSUANCE OF THE BONDS 

 

District Financial Advisor Garry Kimball identified and reviewed Steiner Ranch Defined Area (SRDA) bonds that could 

be refunded at this time in the amount of $10,565,000.  He stated that with the volatile market at this time bond rates had 

fallen much lower (average 2.99 percent) than when the bonds were initially issued at an average of 4.65 percent.  He 

requested permission from the Board to lock in a rate by February 3, 2016 and include additional candidates from the 

same issues if the refunding of bonds met the District’s established parameters for savings.  Kimball further requested 

permission to have the Board execute the Order as presented allowing consultants to continue to monitor and act upon 

favorable market conditions for refinancing one or more series of outstanding bonds for the Steiner Ranch Defined Area 

that would contribute to additional savings.   

Motion: Director Steed to authorize the District consultants to move forward with the refunding of two series 

presented and include other 2009 and 2009A candidates if they reach savings of more than three percent 

without extending the maturity date.   

Second: Director Decker 
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Counsel Carol Polumbo led a discussion regarding the Order authorizing one or more series of bonds within the SRDA to 

allow consultants to continue to watch the market for saving opportunities.  At the conclusion of discussion, it was 

determined that one motion would cover the bonds identified as well as continued monitoring.   

 

Amended Motion: Director Steed to authorize adoption and execution of the Order as presented.     

Amended Second: Director Decker 

 

Ayes:    5 

Noes:    0 

 

B. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION REGARDING AMENDMENTS AND RESTATEMENT OF THE 

SECURITY BENEFIT RETIREMENT PLANS 457 (b) AND 401 (a) ADOPTION AGREEMENT AND 

RESOLUTION DOCUMENTS TO COMPLY WITH IRS REGULATIONS 

Manager Gernes explained that documents from Security Benefit restated all applicable regulatory guidelines governing 

the District’s retirement plans and needed to be executed as a restatement to comply with the IRS regulations.  She said 

that the District was not making any changes in its elected plan options.  Director Carruthers requested to know the 

specific IRS compliance changes that were being made and Ms. Gernes stated that she would get this information from 

Security Benefits.    

Motion: Director Steed to approve execution of the Resolution adopting the true copies of Travis County Water 

Control and Improvement retirement plans as amended and restated for IRS compliance by January 31, 

2016 once the General Manager received reviewed and concurred with the amendment explanation by 

Security Benefit.  

Second: Director Decker 

Ayes:    5 

Noes:    0 

 

C. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION ON APPROVAL OF A MEMBERSHIP RESOLUTION TO THE STATE 

OF TEXAS CO-OP PROGRAM TO RECEIVE PURCHASING SERVICES AND SAVINGS FOR TRAVIS 

COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 17  

Manager Gernes asked Accountant Leslie Terrell to explain the benefits of becoming a member of the State of Texas Co-

Op Purchasing Program.  Ms. Terrell explained that this membership had an annual fee of $100 and membership allowed 

higher purchasing power to local governments and assistance organizations.  She explained that goods and services would 

be purchased from state term contracts meeting the competitive bidding requirements for large purchase items such as 

vehicles.   

Motion: Director Carruthers to authorize approval of a membership to the State of Texas Co-Op Purchasing 

Program by execution of Resolution and application.    

Second: Directors Ward and Steed 

Ayes:    5 

Noes:    0 

 

D. DISCUSS/CONSIDER/TAKE ACTION ON ORDER SCHEDULING A PUBLIC HEARING ON AMENDMENTS 

TO THE LAND USE ASSUMPTIONS, CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLANS, AND IMPACT FEES FOR 

DISTRICT WIDE WATER SYSTEM 

Manager Gernes explained that the deadline to post notice of a January Public Hearing was missed, therefore a new Order 

needed to be executed.   

Motion: Director Ward to call and post a Public Hearing for the March 17, 2016 Regular Board of Director’s 

meeting at 6:45 p.m. to address the recommended increase of the District-Wide Water Impact Fee to $7,900 

Second: Director Carruthers 

Ayes:    5 

Noes:    0 

 

VIII. THE BOARD WILL MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO RECEIVE ADVICE FROM ITS ATTORNEYS IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 551.071 REGARDING LOWER COLORADO 

RIVER AUTHORITY’S WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN BEFORE THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Executive Session not held 

 

IX. THE BOARD WILL MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO RECEIVE ADVICE FROM ITS ATTORNEYS 

REGARDING TRAVIS VISTA WATER AND SEWER SUPPLY CORPORATION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 551.071 

Executive Session not held 
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X. THE BOARD WILL MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO RECEIVE ADVICE FROM ITS ATTORNEYS IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 551.071 REGARDING THE CONTRACT 

AWARD FOR THE TRAVIS COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 17, 

FLINTROCK WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION 

Executive Session opened at 6:35 p.m. by President Roberts and closed at 6:50 p.m.  No business held to report.   

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT  

Motion: Director Carruthers to adjourn   

Second: Director Steed 

Ayes:    5 

Noes:    0 

 

President Roberts adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.  

 

 

 

Approved this ______________ day of _________________________2016, with a motion 

 

 

by Director ______________________  and a Second by Director ________________. 

 

 

Ayes _______________ Noes________________ Abstained _______________ 

 

   

  _______________________________           _________________________________ 

  Presiding Officer     Secretary 

 



TRAVIS COUNTY WATER CONTROL 
AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 17 

 
3812 Eck Lane    Austin, Texas 78734 

  Phone (512) 266-1111    Fax (512) 266-2790 
 
 

A Special Meeting of the Board of Directors of Travis County Water Control and Improvement District No. 17 was held at the 
Travis County Water Control and Improvement District No. 17 Mansfield Water Treatment Facility, 4506 N FM 620, Austin, 
Texas, 78732, on Thursday, January 28, 2016, 2:00 p.m.  This meeting was scheduled and conducted in compliance with the 
Texas Open Meetings Act.    
 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

General Manager Deborah Gernes and President Roberts welcomed all attendees beginning at 1:45 p.m.  
       
II. ESTABLISH A QUORUM 

A quorum was established with all Directors present:  Carruthers, Decker, Roberts, Steed, and Ward.   
 
III. ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN THE OFFICIAL OPENING AND DEDICATION OF THE DISTRICT’S 

NEW MANSFIELD WATER TREATMENT FACILITY INCLUDING RECEPTION AND TOURS 
 See attached news release dated February 4, 2016. 
 
IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Event concluded by 4:00 p.m.   
 

 
 

Approved this ______________ day of _________________________2016, with a motion 
 
 

by Director ______________________  and a Second by Director ________________. 
 
 

Ayes _______________ Noes________________ Abstained _______________ 
 

   
  _______________________________           _________________________________ 
  Presiding Officer     Secretary  

 

 

 



TRAVIS COUNTY WATER CONTROL 
AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 17 

 
3812 Eck Lane    Austin, Texas 78734 

 Phone (512) 266-1111    Fax (512) 266-2790 
  

 
 
IMMEDIATE NEWS RELEASE AND PUBLICATION – Lake Travis View 
February 4, 2016 
 
 
 

Water District 17 Dedicates New Water Treatment Plant 
 

On January 28, 2016, Travis County Water Control and Improvement District No. 17 held an 
official opening of its new Mansfield Water Treatment Facility.  Located on a four (4) acre tract 
of land just north of Mansfield Dam, the $31.4 million dollar plant is designed with both 
efficiency and environmental stewardship in mind.   
 
The Mansfield Water Treatment Facility project is the largest expansion of capacity in 56 years 
and the most complex major capital project Water District 17 has ever under taken.  The 
Mansfield facility will provide the water treatment capacity needed to meet ever stringent 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requirements, protect public health, the environment 
and the quality of life for the growing area population for decades into the future.   
 
A second water treatment plant on the north side of the dam has been in the District long range 
plans for many years.  In anticipation of this requirement, in 2006, the District began the process 
of obtaining an easement on the shore of Lake Travis to construct a new plant.   
 
The District’s existing water treatment plant is located on Lake Travis near the District’s 
administration office building at 3812 Eck Lane.  The Eck Water Treatment Plant now uses the 
membrane filtrations system and has been expanded in about eight phases to a current capacity 
of 16.0 million gallons per day (MGD).  Because there is not sufficient space at the existing site 
for additional expansions, the new site was acquired.   
 
Every effort has been made to minimize impact on the surrounding area.  Plant footprint is 
minimized by placing tanks under the floor of the primary treatment building.  Landscape buffers 
surround the facility and over fifty native trees have been planted.  Portions of the access ways 
are pervious or absorbent for improved storm water management.  Many of the facility buildings 
have rainwater collection systems to divert rainwater to the raw water intake structure.   
 
During the past 10 years, the demand for water in District 17 doubled.  In the following decades 
this growth is expected to continue.  The new plant has an initial capacity of six (6) million 
gallons per day (MGD) which is a major step in the District’s plan to ensure the current and 
future needs of its customers.  If necessary, the District can increase the plant’s capacity to 12 
MGD at greatly reduced cost to meet future demand.   
 



 
 

In a recurrence of serious drought conditions, Lake Travis levels could drop precipitously 
limiting the Districts’ ability to draw water.  If the lake level drops below 600 feet mean sea level 
(msl), the Eck Lane plant capacity would be reduced.  The Mansfield plant is able to draw water 
with the lake levels as low as 560 feet msl, ensuring a secure supply.   
 
The well attended ceremony was highlighted by remarks from District 47’s Representative Paul 
Workman and the President of the Board of Directors of Water District 17, Jeff Roberts.   
 
The new water pumping station on the shore of Lake Travis was dedicated to the memory of 
longtime Lakeway water issues pioneer, Cole Rowland, and the treatment plant was dedicated to 
the honor of Henry W. Marley, WCID 17 Field Supervisor and Leslie A. Terrell, Accountant and 
Office Manager for their combined 50 years of service to the District and the Lake Travis area.  
In the dedication speech, General Manager Deborah Gernes had high praise for both employees 
for their skill and dedication to service.   
 
Ribbon cutting ceremonies were held by both Four Points and Lake Travis Chamber of 
Commerce.  The Mansfield Treatment Facility will serve all customers in Water District 17.   
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 ORDER CALLING 2016 DIRECTORS ELECTION 

 

 

THE STATE OF TEXAS    § 

 

COUNTY OF TRAVIS    § 

 

TRAVIS COUNTY WATER CONTROL  

AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 17  § 

 

 The Board of Directors of Travis County Water Control and Improvement District No. 17 

(the "District") met in a regular session, open to the public, after due notice, at 3812 Eck Lane, 

Austin, Texas 78734, an official meeting place within the boundaries of the District, on February 

18, 2016; whereupon the roll was called of the members of the Board of Directors, to wit: 

 

   Jeff Roberts    President 

   Mickey Decker   Vice President 

   Jerri Lynn Ward   Secretary 

   Rob Carruthers   Alternate Secretary 

   David Lewis Steed   Director 

 

 All members of the Board were present except Director ______________________. 

 

 WHEREUPON, among other business conducted by the Board, Director _____________ 

introduced the order set out below and moved its adoption, which motion was seconded by Director 

_______________, and, after full discussion and the question being put to the Board of Directors, 

said motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

    "Aye" ______;  "No" ______. 

 

The Order thus adopted is as follows: 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 49.103 of the Texas Water Code requires that elections for members of 

the board of a district shall be held on the uniform election date established by the Election Code in 

May of each even-numbered years; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Sections 2.051-2.054 of the Texas Election Code establish a procedure for 

declaring unopposed candidates elected to office without holding the election; and  

 

 WHEREAS, in the interest of increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of local 

governments, local governments may contract or agree with each other to perform governmental 

functions and services in accordance with Chapter 791 of the Texas Government Code; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 31.092 of the Texas Election Code, authorizes the county elections 

officer to contract with the governing body of a political subdivision situated wholly or partly in the 
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county served by the officer to perform election services in any one or more elections ordered by the 

political subdivision; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the District contracts with Travis County for the 

provision of election services and is contracting with those entities with overlapping jurisdictions 

for joint elections; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Directors wishes to proceed with the ordering of a director's 

election to be held on May 7, 2016; and  

 

 WHEREAS, in the event the directors elections are uncontested, the Board of Directors will 

follow the procedures for election of an unopposed candidate established by Sections 2.051-2.054 

of the Texas Election Code. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF TRAVIS 

COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 17 THAT: 

 

 Section 1. The matters and facts set out in the preamble of this order are hereby found 

and declared to be true and complete. 

 

 Section 2. An election shall be held by the District on May 7, 2016, between the hours 

of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., at the polling place locations on Exhibit A, places which the Board of 

Directors of the District, after duly considering the requirements of the Texas Election Code, finds 

to be proper places for conducting said election, pursuant to an agreement under Section 31.092, 

Texas Election Code, at which there shall be submitted the question of the election of two (2) 

directors, each of whom will serve four (4) year terms. 

 

 Section 3. Voting in said election on election day and during early voting by personal 

appearance shall be by the use of the Hart InterCivic eSlate Direct Recording Equipment, which 

shall have available both English and Spanish and shall conform to the requirements of the Texas 

Election Code.  Oral bilingual assistance shall be available during the election and may be 

obtained by contacting the Presiding Judge.   

 

 The electronic voting equipment used in the election shall include the names of all 

candidates for the office of director who filed applications to have their names printed on the ballot 

by 5:00 p.m. seventy-one (71) days prior to the election and blank spaces for write-in votes.  Any 

person interested in applying to be a candidate for the office of director may obtain an application to 

have their name printed on the ballot at the offices of the District, 3812 Eck Lane, Austin, Texas 

78734, during the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The deadline for candidates to file applications to 

have their name on the ballot is 5:00 p.m. on February 19, 2016, and the deadline for write-in 

candidates to file a declaration of write-in candidacy is 5:00 p.m. on February 23, 2016. 

 

 Each voter may vote for up to two (2) candidates on the ballot for director by placing an "X" 

in the square beside the person's name or by writing the name or names of a person or persons who 

file a valid declaration of write-in candidacy in the blank spaces provided. 
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 Section 4. The boundaries of the District are hereby designated as and shall constitute 

one (1) election precinct. The District has previously contracted with Travis County to conduct the 

election.  Pursuant to the Election Agreement, Travis County will designate the Presiding Judge.  

The Presiding Judge may appoint, as he or she deems necessary, clerks to assist in the conduct of 

the election, not to exceed the maximum number of five (5).   

 

 The Travis County Election Officer shall serve as the Early Voting Clerk to conduct early 

voting.  Early voting in the election by personal appearance shall begin on April 25, 2016 and shall 

continue through May 3, 2016, except for Saturdays, Sundays, and official state holidays.  The 

places as designated by Travis County and at which early voting shall be conducted are listed on the 

attached Exhibit B.   

 

 The Early Voting Clerk's mailing address to which ballot applications and ballots to be 

voted by mail may be sent is Travis County Water Control and Improvement District No. 17 Early 

Voting Clerk, Attn:  Deborah S. Gernes, 3812 Eck Lane, Austin, Texas 78734.  The last day to 

submit to the District a request for ballot by mail is April 25, 2016. 

 

 Pursuant to the Election Agreement, Travis County will designate the presiding judge of the 

Early Ballot Board, the members of which shall be the precinct election officers serving the election 

precinct as provided in Section 87.004 of the Texas Election Code. 

 

 Section 5. The election shall be held and conducted and returns made to this Board of 

Directors in accordance with the Texas Election Code, as amended. 

 

 Section 6. All qualified resident electors of the District shall be entitled to vote in the 

election. 

 

 Section 7. The Secretary of the Board is hereby directed to determine if the candidates 

are unopposed for election based on the following conditions: 

 

 (1) Only one candidate's name is to be placed on the ballot for each director position 

available, and 

 

 (2) No candidate's name is to be placed on a list of write-in candidates for the office of 

director. 

 

If such circumstances exist, the Secretary of the Board shall certify in writing which, if any, 

candidates are unopposed for election to the office of director.  The certification shall be delivered 

to the Board of Directors as soon as possible after the filing deadlines for placement on the ballot 

and list of write-in candidates.  On receipt of the certification, the Board of Directors may declare 

each unopposed candidate elected to office, the election for that position will not be held, and a 

copy of the order declaring the candidate elected shall be posted at the polling place on Election 

Day.  
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 Section 8. Pursuant to Section 31.123, Texas Election Code, the Secretary of the Board 

hereby appoints Deborah S. Gernes, General Manager, Travis County Water Control and 

Improvement District, 3812 Eck Lane, Austin, Texas 78734 as the District's agent for this election. 

 

 Section 9. To the extent the results of the election are not declared in accordance with 

Section 7 of this Order, the Secretary of the Board is hereby directed to provide notice of this 

election, in English and Spanish, by any one or more of the following methods in accordance with 

Section 4.003, Texas Election Code: 

 

(1) By publishing the notice at least once, not earlier than the 30th day or later than the 

10th day before Election Day in a newspaper of general circulation in the territory if 

none is published in the jurisdiction of the authority responsible for giving the 

notice; or 

 

(2) By posting, not later than the 21st day before Election Day, a copy of the notice at a 

public place in each election precinct that is in the jurisdiction of the authority 

responsible for giving the notice; or 

 

(3) By mailing, not later than the 10th day before Election Day, a copy of the notice to 

each registered voter of the territory that is covered by the election and is in the 

jurisdiction of the authority responsible for giving the notice. 

 

In addition to the above methods of providing notice, the Secretary of the Board shall have notice of 

this election, in English and Spanish, posted not later than the 21st day before the election on the 

bulletin board used for posting notices of the meetings of the Board of Directors.  Such notice shall 

remain posted continuously through Election Day. 

 

 Section 10. The President and Secretary are authorized and directed to take any action 

necessary to carry out the provisions of this order. 

 

 

 

[THE REMAINDER OF PAGE IS LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
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 PASSED AND APPROVED the 18th day of February 2016. 

 

 

 

 

              

       Jeff Roberts, President 

       Board of Directors 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

             

Jerri Lynn Ward, Secretary 

Board of Directors 

 

(DISTRICT SEAL)  
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EXHIBIT A 

ELECTION DAY POLLING LOCATIONS 

MAY 7, 2016 
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EXHIBIT B 

EARLY VOTING POLLING LOCATIONS 

April 25, 2016 through May 3, 2016 
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